
 

 

 

  

A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
WOMEN’S RUGBY 

 

Using the cuttings from newspapers and magazines about women’s 

rugby, what can you learn about the position of women in society?  

Primary Resources 



South Wales Daily News, 18 Jan 1894 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where does the source come from? Who is the author?  

What is the source telling us?  

Is it reliable? Is there bias? 

How useful is the source in telling us about women’s position in society at the time?  

What are the source’s limitations?  

What’s the most important thing we can learn from this source?  

 



Barry Dock News, 15th March 1918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where does the source come from? Who is the author?  

What is the source telling us?  

Is it reliable? Is there bias? 

How useful is the source in telling us about women’s position in society at the time?  

What are the source’s limitations?  

What’s the most important thing we can learn from this source?  

 



Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News, Dec 22nd 1917, pg. 514 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where does the source come from? Who is the author?  

What is the source telling us?  

Is it reliable? Is there bias? 

How useful is the source in telling us about women’s position in society at the time?  

What are the source’s limitations?  

What’s the most important thing we can learn from this source?  

 



Rugby News, July 1990, page 21 

 

 

 

Where does the source come from? Who is the author?  

What is the source telling us?  

Is it reliable? Is there bias? 

How useful is the source in telling us about women’s position in society at the time?  

What are the source’s limitations?  

What’s the most important thing we can learn from this source?  

 

Context: Carol Isherwood was the first captain of a Great Britain women’s rugby team in 1986 and a 

year later became captain of England.   


