A BRIEF HISTORY OF

WOMEN’S RUGBY

Using the cuttings from newspapers and magazines about women’s
rugby, what can you learn about the position of women in society?
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South Wales Daily News, 18 Jan 1894

“

FEMININE FOOTBALL,

I cannot imagine a crowd of women pack
together in a *‘ Rugger” scrummage, nor t;g
fewninine head or shonlder used as a butt for the
bu}l”lg the Association fashion, remarks ** Lady
DL"”in Hearth and Home. Do Jet us leave
men at least one pastimie to themselves. Emulation
of mankind in every lund of sport and game
will be carmed too far if we desire to
mmitate the unseewly scuffles and horeeplay to be
séen on many a fodtball field, Tennis is a sad
disheveller, but it8 most deleterions effect on the
outer woman is mild compared with that of foot.
ball. The field would be strewn with portions of

ents, and emall boys would reap a perfecs

- vest of hairpins after the fray. i,ut. bappily,

am quite sure that no serious effort ‘nﬁdbe

made to add football to the list of wowen's sporis.
h

Where does the source come from? Who is the author?

What is the source telling us?

Is it reliable? Is there bias?

How useful is the source in telling us about women'’s position in society at the time?
What are the source’s limitations?

What’s the most important thing we can learn from this source?




Barry Dock News, 15th March 1918

IN AID OF WAR CHARITIES
MOVEMENT.

——

A Ladies'
took place at m Mwhmm.g !
Saturday last, between two teams of
Newport Munition Workers,
&m Hedley Graham, R.E.,
Q.m on leave from the Front i
mw off before about 4,000
The game, whick took undet
the auspices of the Barry War Charie
ties Committee, was a good one,
showed
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Where does the source come from? Who is the author?

What is the source telling us?

Is it reliable? Is there bias?

How useful is the source in telling us about women'’s position in society at the time?
What are the source’s limitations?

What’s the most important thing we can learn from this source?




lllustrated Sporting and Dramatic News, Dec 22" 1917, pg. 514

614 THE 1L

RUGBY FOOTBALL.

Thers was little enough mportant football iast Satur
day, among the chief results being the Public Schools
Services' win at Richmond by 26—3 over London Hospitas;
Newport's 22 points to nil against (,'m:d:ﬂ. a feat ulllsllat?d
by .l\'vanrl. Ladies scoring 22 points against ( ardiff
Ladies: and the defeal of the Australlan Headguarters
team at Norbury by the New Zealanders from Horn
church, 8—0. ‘There is little likelihood, havpily, of Ladies
Rughy football ever becoming popular. Indeed, it is a
most unedifying spectacle, “caleulated ouly to lower the
prest’ge of the game ° In the ‘eighties there wns a
“Ladies " Rugby tenm that used to go on tour, but it was
a ghastly sight, and ii is a pity anyone has thought of
anv.ihing like a repetitivn. The frailer sex has come to
stay in many spheres of life, but certainly not on the
Rugby football field. -
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Where does the source come from? Who is the author?

What is the source telling us?

Is it reliable? Is there bias?
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What are the source’s limitations?

What's the most important thing we can learn from this source?




Rugby News, July 1990, page 21

Context: Carol Isherwood was the first captain of a Great Britain women’s rugby team in 1986 and a
year later became captain of England.

An open letter to
Miss Carol
Isherwood

(promoter of Women's
Rugby)

Please can you explain
why such an attractive lady
as yourself wishes to spoil
her good looks in pursuing
the cause of women’s rugby.

Surely you do not wish to
end up with a face resem-
bling, for instance, the one
belonging to the England
coach, Roger Uttley.

Where does the source come from? Who is the author?

What is the source telling us?

Is it reliable? Is there bias?
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What’s the most important thing we can learn from this source?




